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2002 Annual Giving Campaign Donors
as of April 18, 2003

$3,000

CoBank
$2,500

Alcatel USA
Association of Communications Engineers
$1,500

BCK & Associates
Ritter Communications, Inc.
The United Telephone Company
$1,000

Arvig Communications Systems
Bruce Municipal Telephone Services
Canadian Valley Telephone, in memory of Charles Douglas Smith
Communications Data Group
The Eddy Family Foundation
Martha and Everette Kneece, in memory of A.J. Capici
Lortel Systems, Inc.
Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chartered
PBT Telecom, Inc. in memory of A.J. Capici
Rural Telephone Finanace Cooperative, in memory of Charles Zinser, Jr.
$500-$999

Blackduck Telephone Company
Blue Earth Valley Telephone
Enhanced Telecommunications Corporation
Execulink Telecom, Inc.
Hiawatha Communications
Home Telephone, Inc.
Hutchinson Telephone Company
HunTel Systems, Inc.
Lafourche Telephone Company
Loretto Telephone Company
Manawa Telephone Company
Melrose Telephone Company
Mid-Rivers Telephone Company
Nexicom Telecommunications, Inc.
Nexicom Telephones, Inc.
Oregon Farmers Mutual Telephone Company
Panhandle Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
Park Region Mutual Telephone Company
SierraTel
Waitsfield & Champlain Valley Telecom
Whidbey Telephone Company, in memory of David C. Henny
WTC Communications
Up to $499

Linda & Andy Blum
Deborah & Hank Buchanan
Judith & Richard Bulman
Carnegie Telephone Company
Central Oklahoma Telephone Company
Ron Connor
Alice & Chuck Davidson, in memory of Billy Franks
Anne & Doug Dougherty
Federated Telephone Cooperative
Germantown Telephone Company, Inc.
Illinois Telecommunications Association, Inc.
Illinois Telecommunications Association Foundation
Larson Utilities, in memory of S.H. Larson
Madelia Telephone Company
Jo Ann & Robert Mathis
McCartney and Company, P.C.
Middleburgh Long Distance
The Middleburgh Telephone Company
Mid-Missouri Telephone Company
Newport Telephone Company
Ontario Telephone Company
Gretchen & Lonnie Ross
Sierra Telephone
Taconic Telephone
Wahkiakum West Telephone
Sandra & Edward Wilson 
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Bennet and Bennet, PLLC will host ÒRural
America Appreciation DayÓ on Friday,
August 1, 2003.  The firm will donate the
dayÕs total billing revenue to FRED.
Proceeds from the donation will be used to
fund community development projects
through FREDÕs Ethyl Grant program.
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This year, 80 OPASTCO member companies
nominated outstanding students in their
communities for a FRED Scholarship.   A
total of 221 applications were reviewed by
the nine-member selection committee.  There
will be more than $66,000 in scholarships
awarded in 2003.  This represents close to a
10 percent increase from the dollars awarded
in 2002.  This accomplishment would not
have been possible without the extraordinary
generosity of OPASTCO members during
the 2002 FRED Annual Giving Campaign.
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For the third year, members were asked to
contribute to the Annual Giving Campaign
to support a specific FRED program.  Every
dollar of the more than $37, 000 raised this
year will be returned to an OPASTCO
memberÕs community through the FRED
Scholarship Program or an Ethyl Grant.  On
behalf of its Board of Directors, FRED
extends a deep thanks to the companies and
individuals who gave to the 2002 Annual
Giving Campaign.  



I am pleased to announce that FREDÕs 2002 Annual Giving Campaign has come to a most successful
conclusion.  More than $37,000.00 was raised to support the FRED Ethyl Grants Program and the
FRED Scholarship Program.  Each year the number of outstanding applications to both of these

programs grows, highlighting the importance of the many donations that come from Associate
Members and Telco Members.

I would like to particularly highlight the donations made to fund scholarships.  We approached our Associate
Members with an opportunity to support the scholarship program so that we might award more scholarships
of a larger denomination.  The response was wonderful.  This extraordinary generosity allows us to award
significant scholarships to more students than ever before in the history of the FRED Scholarship Program.
Given the state of the economy, I believe that fact is nothing short of remarkable.  

In 2003, FRED will  award the following scholarships:
$2,500 Scholarship funded by a donation from CoBank;
$2,500 Scholarship funded by Association of Communications Engineers;
$1,000 Scholarship funded by a donation from the Eddy Family Foundation;
$1,000 Scholarship funded by a donation from Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs;
$1,000 Scholarship funded by a donation from RTFC; and
$1,000 Scholarship funded by a donation from CDG.

In addition the following scholarships will be awarded:
$1,500 Scholarship- in recognition of in-kind services donated Warinner, Gesinger and Associates;
$1,000 Scholarship- in recognition of 100% participation of FRED Board members in Annual 
Giving Campaign; and
$1,000 Scholarship- in recognition of 100% participation of OPASTCO Board members in 
Annual Giving Campaign.

On behalf of the FRED Board of Directors, I would like to extend our deepest thanks to these donors,
both of in-kind service and funds for a scholarship.

In January, the FRED Board decided to thank Andy Blum for his service as FRED President by awarding
the Andrew Blum FRED Presidential Scholarship in the amount of $2,000.  Andy served on the FRED
Board for four years and as FRED president for a year and a half. In true Andy-fashion, when I called
to tell him about this, he offered to make a personal donation of $500 (on top of the donation he
already gave to FRED in December) to bring the total to $2,500 awarded.  Andy has also volunteered
to serve on the RTFC Teacher Education and Technology Grants Selection Committee and the Ethyl
Grants Selection Committee.  AndyÕs generosity with his time and commitment to the mission of
FRED has set the bar high for FRED presidents to come, and we are grateful to him for all that he has
done for the foundation.

FRED exists both forOPASTCO members and becauseof OPASTCO members.  The success of this yearÕs
Annual Giving Campaign serves to prove that point with emphasis.  Every single dollar raised from this effort
will be returned to an OPASTCO memberÕs community, in the form of a scholarship or a community
development grant.  Thank you again to all our donors, and see you in Michigan!

Diana M. Gradert
FRED President
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Back in March, FRED hosted its second annual Leadership Through Learning Youth Program.
Despite the possible threat of war, all of the fifteen students originally selected to attend the trip
participated.  The students arrived on March 23rd and were in Washington for a week.  While

in town, they visited the Korean and Vietnam War Memorials, the Jefferson and Lincoln
Memorials, Arlington National Cemetery, the Supreme Court and the Library of Congress.
Workshops, debates and lectures were also a part of the programÕs curriculum.  There was also time
for a little fun as students enjoyed a night at the theater, explored D.C.Õs Chinatown, and went
undercover at the International Spy Museum.

On Thursday, students visited Capitol Hill and attended meetings with their representatives. Erica Vesco,
nominated by Salina Spavinaw Telephone in Okla., was excited to meet with her representative, Brad
Carson (D-Okla. 2nd), for the very first time.  Vanessa Hitchcock, nominated by United Telephone
Company in Chapel Hill, Tenn. reported that one of her favorite parts of the week was learning that her
representative, Rep. Bart Gordon (D-Tenn. 6th) was concerned with the rural area she lives in. 

On Friday, the last full day of the program, students attended a special telecommunications workshop
held at the OPASTCO offices.  Dave Lauerman and Joe Douglas from NECA discussed the importance
of telecommunications in rural areas.  OPASTCO President John Rose and FRED Past President Hank
Buchanan joined them.  Special guest speaker, Lisa Zaina from the Federal Communication Commission
(FCC), also stopped by to speak with the students.

When the week was over, the students went home with a better understanding of how government works
and how important the telecommunications industry is to the rural areas they live in.  When asked about
the program, the students overwhelming responded that FRED should continue to select a wide variety
of individuals to attend next year.  We can only accomplish this with your help.  I encourage each OPASTCO
telco to take part in this program next year.  By participating in and promoting this program, you can
provide a student in your rural area with the opportunity of a lifetime!

Melissa Korzuch
Foundation Director
mak@opastco.org

3

+��-�!����	���
����*
May 21: Application deadline for first round of 2003 Ethyl Grants
July 19-23: OPASTCO Summer Convention in Traverse City, Mich.
August 1: Bennet and Bennet PLLC Rural America Appreciation Day 
October 15: FRED Scholarship brochures available
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Matthew Berry, nominated by Granby Telephone Company
Erin Bilodeau, nominated by Northland Telephone 

Company of Maine
Laura Denker, nominated by Mid-Missouri Telephone 

Company
Megan Duet, nominated by Lafourche Telephone Company
Kitty Edelman, nominated by Canadian Valley Telephone 

Company
Jason Eubanks, nominated by Salina Spavinaw Telephone 

Company, Inc.
Charlie Hall, nominated by Mt. Angel Telephone Company
Vanessa Hitchcock, nominated by United Telephone Company
Benjamin Nelson, nominated by Public Service Telephone 

Company
Kathryn Padilia, nominated by Great Plains Communications
Melissa Rich, nominated by Oregon Farmers Mutual 

Telephone Company
Melanie Rivas, nominated by Fremont Telcom Company
Amelia Schroeder, nominated by Columbus Grove Telephone 

Company
Erica Vesco, nominated by Salina Spavinaw Telephone 

Company, Inc.
Shae Wallin, nominated by Connections, Etc.

For the second year, the Leadership Through
Learning Youth Program (LTL) was generously
sponsored by NECA.  This program awards high
school juniors with an all-expense paid trip to
Washington, D.C.  Nominated by their local OPASTCO
member telephone company, students receive airfare,
lodging, meals and tuition in the Close Up
Washington Program.  More information is available 
in ÒA Word From the DirectorÓ on page 3.
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Special thanks goes out to Danny Riazzi of Riazzi,
Rhyne and Goodson, and Joy Barksdale and Colleen
vonHollen of Bennet and Bennet, PLLC for helping
with FREDÕs Leadership Through Learning Youth
Program in March.  Danny met up with the group for a
tour of the Supreme Court building and Library of
Congress while Joy and Colleen, along with OPASTCO
staff members Steve Pastorkovich and Brenda Cordwell,
escorted smaller groups of students on Capitol Hill to
meet with their representatives.  FRED appreciates the
time these individuals took out of their busy schedules to
help out with the program.  We could not have done it
without them!
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Hosted by: Communications Data Group
Tuesday, July 22, 2003  6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Oktoberfest in July?  Absolutely!  You are invited to start the celebration a few months early at FREDÕs Oktoberfest.  The
event will take place on Tuesday, July 22, 2003 at the Grand Traverse ResortÕs outside Plaza. Meet up with long-time
OPASTCO friends and invite new friends to share in the merrymaking.  Be sure to bring the kids for fun activities planned
especially for them.  Feel like dressing up?  FRED will supply the traditional Alpine hats but feel free to wear your favorite
German outfit--youÕre among friends!  

What to Expect

The Plazawill be transformed into 1810 Munich, Germany, with the traditional Oktoberfest fanfare and the sounds of a
German-style band.  Stop for a Polka lesson, pick up a giant Bavarian soft pretzel or head straight to the buffet line where
youÕll find all the German favorites for dinner.  Full bar stations will be set up throughout the Plazawith beer, wine and
non-alcoholic drinks.  Visit the door prize booths for a chance to win a great souvenir for you or someone at home.  Dress
is casual--German attire optional but more fun!

Don’t forget the kids!  

There will be special Cherry Jubilee area set up for the kids--and those who are kids at heart!  Have fun participating in a
cherry pit spitting competition or cherry pie eating contest.  Try your luck at the penny toss, duck pond, bowling pin knockdown,
Nerf archery and Michigan darts.  There also will be kid-friendly buffets set up with all the little onesÕ favorites.

Tickets

Tickets are $85 for adults and $65 for children and include a traditional Oktoberfest dinner, hosted beverages, German-style band
and dancing, great door prizes and admittance into the childrenÕs Cherry Jubilee. To attend this event, please visit
http://www.opastco.org/meetings.htm to download a convention brochure and registration form.  Proceeds benefit FRED programs. 

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!

Many high-visibility sponsorship opportunities are available for this event.  For information, please contact Melissa
Korzuch at 202/659-5990 or mak@opastco.org.  A complete list of sponsorship opportunities is available at
www.fred.org/events.html.  Remember all FRED sponsorships are tax-deductible.

Did You Know?

The first Oktoberfest was not a festival but rather a public celebration of a wedding.  In October 1810, Princess
Therese married the Bavarian Crown Prince Ludwig in a meadow adjacent to Munich, Germany.  To ensure
that the Bavarian folk could also partake in the wedding celebration, the National Guard organized a horse
race for 40,000 enthusiasts from all over Bavaria.  The wedding party, which included an open invitation to all
countrymen, is said to have consumed 40,000 chickens, 80,000 pork sausages, and 1,000,000 gallons of beer.  It
was decided that the festival should be repeated at the same time the following year, which marked the birth of
the ÒOctober-FestivalsÓ. Although the celebration concept goes back more than 300 years prior to 1810,
LudwigÕs party is credited as being the original Oktoberfest.  As immigrants from Germany came to North
America, smaller Oktoberfests sprouted up in their communities.  Today, many towns across the U.S. and
Canada hold annual Oktoberfest celebrations as community fundraisers and to bring people together.  

6



+����	�����,� -����*

7

Board of Directors
Diana Gradert, President & OPASTCO Board Liaison

WTC Communications
(563) 732-3000 

diana@wtccommunications.com

Hank Buchanan, Past President
Rural Telephone Finance Cooperative

(703) 709-6700 
buchanh@mail.nrucfc.org 

Paul Downs, President-Elect
Nexicom Telephones Inc.

(905) 282-0771 
pdowns@nexicom.net

Dan Hatzenbuehler, Telco Vice President
Ritter Communications, Inc.

(870) 358-2200 
dbhatz@eritter.net

Lonnie Ross, Associate Vice President
CDG

(217) 355-7101 
lonnie@cdg.ws

Chad Miles, Secretary
Enhanced Telecommunications Corporation

(812) 623-2122 
cmiles@nalu.net

Richard Bulman, Treasurer
(410) 770-3795

rbulman@goeaston.net

Steven Appelo
Wahkiakum West Telephone

(360) 786-0105 
sappelo@attbi.com

Chris Becker
Middleburgh Telephone Company

(518) 827 5211
chrisb@midtel.net 

Ron Connor
(850) 936-7310 

ronjo.connor@att.net

Doug Dougherty
Illinois Telecommunications Association

(217) 525-1044 
ddougherty@ameritech.net 

Everette Kneece (Emeritus) 
PBT Telecom
(803) 894-3121 

Bob Mathis
University of Nebraska/Mathis & Associates LLC

(402) 492-2753 
rlmathis@tconl.com

David L. Nace
Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs

(202) 857-3500 
dnace@fcclaw.com

Hobart Rand (Emeritus)
Granite State Telephone Company

(603) 529-9941 
hgra@gsinet.net 

Dan Scott
Sierra Telephone
(559) 642-1655 
dans@stcg.net 

Rob West
CoBank

(303) 740-4030 
rwest@cobank.com 

Sandra Wilson
Nortel Networks
(919) 997-4146 

sbwilson@nortelnetworks.com

Chris Becker of The Middleburgh Telephone Company joined the FRED
Board in 2002.  The Middleburgh Telephone Company is located in upstate
New York, in the foothills of the Catskill Mountains.  It is a family-run and

family-owned company with 40 employees, 13 of which are members of the family.  
Like so many of OPASTCOÕs members, Chris began working at his familyÕs

company at a very young age.  One of the earliest jobs he can remember is going with his
father, Randall, while he was doing lead cable splicing.  ChrisÕ job was to throw the tools
and materials his father needed while he worked.  ChrisÕ payment was usually lunch or a
milk shake.  He also worked mowing lawns and washing  company trucks.

Today, Chris is vice president of operations.  In addition to his responsibilities
with outside operations, he is involved with the internal day-to-day workings of the
company from billing to insurance to record keeping.  The Middleburgh Telephone
Company has grown from its modest start in 1897 to include four exchanges serving 7,200
access lines over 350 square miles.  In addition to local telephone service, the company
provides Internet, DSL, Cable TV, cellular, paging and long distance to its customers.  

Chris has served on the OPASTCO Board for two years and joined FREDÕs
Board a year and a half ago.  He also donates a great deal of his time to his local community,
currently serving as a co-chairman for the fund-raising and building of the local
library and has served as the president of the Schoharie County Chamber.  He is also
very active in the local New York State Telephone Association and is a member
government affairs committee, the industry operations committee and the membership
and by-laws committee.  He also serves on the LLC board and the pool board.

Chris is married and has four children and one grandchild.  Two of his
children work in the family business, one is a teacher and the other works for a
publishing company.  Chris and his wife, Christine, enjoy travelling and playing golf.
Chris follows the PGA tour and is an avid NASCAR fan.  

ÒOnce I get all my children married, IÕm going to buy myself a real fast classic
carÑa 1969 or 1970 Chevelle S.S.,Ó he mused.  

When asked what he would do with a month off from the company, Chris
replied, ÒIÕve been very fortunate to have my health and so IÕd like to volunteer to
help people in some way.  I currently donate platelets on a regular basis and am also
on the national organ and marrow donor list.Ó

ÒChrisÕ commitment to helping others is what makes him such an asset to
the FRED Board,Ó explained Melissa Korzuch, foundation director.  ÒHe was one
of the point people on raising funds for the FRED September 11th Disaster Relief
Fund and almost immediately after his company received an Ethyl Grant, Chris
came to me and asked if he could get involved with FRED.  WeÕre fortunate to have
him on the FRED Board.Ó

Chris currently serves on the selection committee for the Leadership
Through Learning Youth Program and the Investment and Audit Committee for
FRED and is the chair of the OPASTCO Membership Committee.  


